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By Martine Tartour

FRENCH IS MORE
THAN A LANGAGE

If you are learning French, you are
not just learning how to order a
croissant in Paris. 320 million people
should be able to understand. On
March 20, the International Day of
La Francophonie reminds us that
French is much bigger than France.

What is Francophonie?

A language is never neutral. It
carries history, memory, power, and
dreams. Every year on March 20,
dozens of countries celebrate La
Francophonie. One might imagine a
postcard-style festival with berets,
accordions, and someone imitating
Edith Piaf. In reality, it is far broader
than that. French connects five
continents and millions of very
different life stories.
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Pharrell Willams Knighted by Emmanuel Macron

President Emmanuel Macron decorated Pharrell Williams as
Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of
Honor), France’s highest civil distinction. The American
singer and fashion designer was bestowed with the award on
January 23, 2026, at a private ceremony at the Elysée Palace
in Paris where the French President personally pinned the
red ribbon onto Wiliams’ dark blue suit. The honor
recognizes his significant contributions to global creative
culture and his role as an influential figure in the French
luxury industry.

The award followed the debut of Louis Vuitton’'s Men’s Fall
2026 collection during Men’s Fashion Week. Williams
became creative director at Louis Vuitton in 2023, and his
collections often blend streetwear, luxury fashion, and pop
culture. He has also engaged in collaborations across the
LVMH portfolio, including a limited-edition bottle for Méet &
Chandon and jewelry projects for Tiffany & Co.

Born in 1973 in Virginia, Williams rose to fame as a band
member, a solo artist, and a songwriter, creating music for
films including the animation ‘Despicable Me’ in 2013. He
then entered the world of fashion, including a collaboration



For someone learning the language,
that may be the most exciting part.
French does not live only in Parisian
cafés. It can be heard in Montréal,
Dakar, Brussels, Port-au-Prince,
Geneva, Abidjan, and Nouméa. It is
like an invisible thread crossing
oceans and linking very different
cultures.

At the heart of this dynamic is the
Organisation internationale de la
Francophonie, created in 1970. It
now brings together 88 states and
governments. Its role goes beyond
defending the language; it also
promotes cultural, educational, and
political cooperation.

French is the fifth most spoken
lanquage in the world

Not bad for a language often
associated mainly with baguettes
and Paris. Just like the Biritish
colonies, the French
established French colonies. This
led to the cultural and lingual spread
in the regions which they
established the colonies.And here is
the surprise: the future of French is
not being written only in Europe, it is
being written largely in Africa.

French is the

Take Sénégal.
language of school, administration,
and international exchange. But in
daily life, people also speak Wolof,
the most widely used language, as
well as Pulaar, Serer, Diola, and

Mandingue. French does not
replace these languages; it adds to
them. It works a bit like a bridge

with the Japanese clothing creative Nigo, as well as creating
a unisex fragrance for Comme des Gargons prior to joining
Louis Vuitton.

The Legion of Honor was created by Napoleon Bonaparte on
May 19, 1802, as a general military and civil order of merit
conferred without regard to birth or religion. The recipient
must swear to uphold liberty and equality. The Legion of
Honor has been awarded to other leading figures in fashion
such as Coco Chanel, Christian Dior, Giorgio Armani, and
Ralph Lauren. Besides American generals Dwight
Eisenhower and Douglas MacArthur, thousands of American
veterans received the award for helping to liberate France
during World War II.

Sources: Town & Country, Fashion Week USA

Top photo: Toulouse

President Emmanuel Macron pins the Legion of Honor on
Pharrell Williams.

We have some wonderful events coming up:

Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 7:00 pm at the Tara Theater,
Atlanta, one night only screening of “A Pied d’'ceuvre,” “At
Work™. A true story that captures the fragile battle to live for
one’s art-and the quiet force of hope that makes it possible.
In  French with English subtitles. For info/tickets:
frenchpremiere.com

Sunday, March 8, 2026, 3:00 pm, The Board of Trade Fine
Consignments, 1078 Alpharetta Street, Roswell, “The Little
Black Dress.” Our own fashion expert and author Nancy
Flaherty will fill us in on all we wish to know about this classic




language, a shared tool in a country
where many linguistic identities
coexist.

Across the Atlantic, in Québec,
French plays a different role. It is at
the core of a strong cultural identity
within a mostly English-speaking
continent. Here, the language is
protected with determination. It is
not just about numbers; it is about
choice and intention.

In the Pacific, Nouvelle-Calédonie
offers yet another reality. This
French territory, shaped by a
complex colonial history and
ongoing debates about autonomy,
shows how French coexists with
Kanak languages. Once again, the
language travels, adapts, and
transforms.

Francophone literature is not limited
to Paris either. Major African writers
publish powerful novels in French.
For example, Mariama B3, in So
Long a Letter, explores the condition
of women in Senegal. Ahmadou
Kourouma made a strong impact
with The Suns of Independence,
blending French with African
rhythms and expressions. More
recently, Alain Mabanckou,
originally from Congo-Brazzaville,
plays with humor and irony in his
French-language novels.

These authors show that French can
be reshaped, colored, and enriched.
It changes depending on the
continent, a bit like a recipe that

icon of fashion. This event is at capacity. Contact Wes
Samson to be placed on wait list: wessamson@att.net

e Friday, March 13, 2026, 8:00 pm-Sunday, March 29, 2026,
4:30 pm, Théatre du Réve presents “Queen Bess.”
Experience Atlanta’s unique French-language theater
company as they celebrate American legend Bessie
Coleman. In English and French with English Supertitles. For
more info and tickets: www.theatredureve.org

e Atlanta Francophonie Festival returns March 2026. For
more information regarding events and dates visit their
website at francophonieatlanta.com

e Save the Dates:

e April 11, 11 am, Guided tour of the 1916 Neel Reid designed
mansion Hills & Dales, former home of the Callaway family in
LaGrange. A self-guided tour of the adjoining 19" century
Ferrell Gardens is included. $20 per person. Lunch to follow
in nearby downtown LaGrange. Watch for registration notice.

Grand Est:

Our ATSCC Autumn 2026 tour is set for 09/25/2026 thru
10/05/2026. Our “Grand Est” tour of France will take us from
Champagne country to Metz, to Strasbourg and charming
places in between. For further information please contact

Joelle Kaflon at mailto:joelle@travelbootik.com

From our French Kitchen

Les saucisses a la Normande (Sausages with Apples))

Serves 2

2 pork sausages

2 sweet apples

2 tbsps. olive oil

1 tbsp. cider

Salt & Pepper optional
Dijon mustard

Peel, core, and thickly slice the apples.

Fry the sausages in the oil on medium low heat for 10
minutes, turning them so they take color on both sides.

Add the apple slices and continue cooking for five minutes,
turning them, and letting them take color.

Add the cider.

Cook gently for another 15-20 minutes, adding more cider if
the sauce seems too dry.

Serve with Dijon mustard.

Scatter with minced parsley (optional).

Voila!



keeps the same base but uses
different spices in each country.
French is therefore not just a
language of the past. It is a global
network, a shared platform,
sometimes even a lively space for
debate, but always alive.

Why March 207?

On that day, embassies, schools,
universities, and cultural centers
organize events: readings, film
screenings, concerts, debates,
competitions. The day reminds us
that French does not belong
exclusively to France. It belongs to
everyone who speaks it.

Speaking French is not about
adopting a single culture. It is about
entering a worldwide conversation,
rich and sometimes contradictory,
like joining a large dinner where
each guest brings their own accent,
story, and ideas.

If demographic projections hold
true, French could become one of
the most widely spoken languages
by the middle of the century. lIts
vitality will depend less on European
policy than on African classrooms,
where much of its future is being
shaped.

As the French say...

“L’attirance dépasse parfois notre volonté ou notre
imagination.”

“Attraction is beyond our will or ideas sometimes.”

Juliette Binoche (1964-present)
French actress

Please note: This newsletter would not have been possible
without the able assistance of Frances Westbrook and Mark Sisk.
Merci beaucoup




