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By Martine Tartour

What if Football
(i.e. Soccer)

were Changing
America?

At the halfway point of the World Cup,
it is hard not to admit it: we have all
been swept up in the magic of soccer.
In fan zones, bars, and the streets of
Atlanta, something is unfolding: a new
way of experiencing sport.

Atlanta, June 11. In the OIld Fourth
Ward district, thousands of people
gathered in front of the giant screens
set up for the occasion. The crowd
spilled into the surrounding streets.
Families, students, some have
followed football for as long as they can
remember, others are just discovering
the sport. Looking at this crowd, it is
hard to believe that football is still
considered a secondary sport in the
United States.
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By Wes Samson, President

The Charming Revolutionary

With the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence upon us, there was one person who against
all odds was able to persuade a skeptical French government
to back a fledging government with guns and money. In his
70s Benjamin Franklin pulled off this diplomatic feat which
enabled George Washington and the Continental Army to
achieve victory over Great Britain, one of the great military
powers of the time.

Thanks to his electrical experiments, Franklin was already
well known in France, such that cheering crowds lined the
Rue de I'Universite to welcome him to Paris. He settled in the
neighborhood of Passy in today’s 16" Arrondissement. He
wrote to his sister in Boston on happy he was with the fine
house and garden and, the “good neighborhood of very
agreeable people who appear very fond of me.” This was an
understatement as the French could not get enough of him.



| went to watch France’s first match in
a bar in Decatur. You had to arrive
nearly three hours before kickoff just to
hope to get a seat. And what about
those thousands of Spanish supporters
who took over Downtown Atlanta, to
the delight of the locals?

More than the matches, the
atmosphere is striking:

For decades, experts have been
predicting that “this time, football will
finally take off in the United States.”
They were already saying it after the
1994 World Cup. Then again with
David Beckham’s arrival in MLS. Then
once more when the US women’s team
was dominating the global stage.

Yet football has never managed to
compete with the American holy trinity:
American football, basketball, and
baseball. This time, however,
something seems to have changed.

The first explanation is demographic.
Younger generations have grown up
with football in a completely different
way from their parents. In many cities,
including San Diego, Phoenix, Dallas,
Houston, and Miami, largely due to
large Latino communities, children now
play football more than baseball.

Christian Pulisic, Auston Trusty:

The shift can be seen elsewhere too. A
few years ago, if | had asked my
American friends to name a player from
the US men’s national team, most
would have been unable to name a
single one. Today, | regularly see
young supporters wearing Christian
Pulisic’s jersey in the streets of Atlanta.

He attended many salons, particularly the ones hosted by a
widow Madame Helvetius, an intellectual whose circle
included Enlightenment-era philosophers. Franklin often
played chess there with Madame to the wee hours and soon
a romantic pursuit ensued (Franklin was a widower).

At Versailles in 1778 Franklin had an audience with King
Louis XVI to commemorate the treaties that had been signed
between powerful France and les insurges, as the French
called the Americans. A major accomplishment attributed to
Franklin’s gentle charm and deep empathy. A much different
approach than attempted by his fellow emissaries John
Adams and Arthur Lee. Today there is a Rue Franklin in Paris
but not one for Adams or Lee.

Franklin later helped negotiate the treaty to end the
Revolutionary War. In 1785 the Continental Congress
replaced him with Thomas Jefferson who became the United
States Minister to France. By then Franklin was 79 and his
French friends pleaded with him to stay. “Spend the rest of
your days in the company of those who love you.” As much
as he loved them, he wanted to die at home. Upon his death
in 1790 France declared three days of national mourning.
And that is when the Rue Neuve became the Rue Franklin.

Sources: New York Times, History News Network, French
Quarter Magazine

As usual, the Newsletter staff will be taking a vacances for
the month of August. See you in September!

Top photo: Toulouse

Portrait of Benjamin Franklin by Scottish artist David Martin,
1767, part of the White House collection



He is becoming one of the first
American footballers truly recognizable
to the general public. This detail is far
from insignificant. A sport becomes
truly national when its champions
become familiar faces.

But what stands out most, ultimately, is
perhaps not football itself.

Learning to experience soccer:

Massive fan zones, screens installed in
parks, packed bars hours before
kickoff, streets turning into gathering
places... this culture of collective
fandom is relatively new in the United
States. People come as much to share
an emotion as to watch a match.

For a few weeks, the United States
becomes a true crossroads of the
world. Languages, flags, chants, and
traditions coexist. It is impossible not to
smile at the Norwegian supporters who
came all the way here, recreating their
famous “Viking Row,” rowing in unison
to support their team, a tradition so
popular that it has even been echoed
by members of the Norwegian
Parliament.

The World Cup is not only a sporting
event. It is another way of experiencing
sport. In much of the world, football is a
matter of identity, family history,
belonging, and community. It is about
singing before kickoff, celebrating in
the streets, and sharing emotion with
strangers.

A cultural shift in progress;

There is even a striking reversal at
play. Americans are not just
discovering a sport. The are

Forty for Forty

We are promoting a new level of Membership for those
40 years of age or younger:

Single: $40

Couple: $60

So, if you know younger people who may wish to join
ATSCC please let them know about our newly

discounted annual membership rates. Merci!

We have some wonderful events coming up:

Ongoing through September 6, Atlanta Botanical Gardens,
Niki in the Garden, featuring 40 monumental works by the late
French sculptor Niki de Saint Phalle. Known for her “Nanas”
whimsical sculptures of females, animals, and monsters. For
more info: atlantabg.org

Saturday, July 18, 2 PM, An Insider’s View of Hollywood: The
Update, by our own author and Hollywood insider Bobbi
Kornblit. Buckhead location. Light refreshments. Interested?
Let Wes Samson know at: wessamson@att.net

Saturday, August 15, 2 PM, Baroque Voices, Modern Ears: A
Violinist’s Journey Across Time with Ute Marks, violinist with
the Atlanta Baroque Orchestra. Light refreshments.
Buckhead location. Watch for registration info.

Sunday, September 20, 11 AM, ATSCC Georgia Tech
Brunch for French graduate students from the Metz, France
campus. Sandy Springs location. Curated Potluck. Watch for
registration info.

Saturday, September 26- October 5, ATSCC Grand Est Tour.
See below for more info.

Ongoing Alliance Francaise Cine Club screenings of French
films with English subtitles, third and fourth Wednesdays of
the month, downtown Atlanta and Roswell locations. For
more info see Events: afatl.com

French Premiers at the Tara Theatre and Martine Tartour’s
Cine Club will both resume in the fall.

Save the Dates

Saturday, October 17, 2 PM, New Members Tea, By
invitation. At the President’s home.

Saturday, November 14, 11 AM, Guided walk on the new
Southeast Trail of the Beltline by ATSCC member Crystal
Porter followed by Iluncheon at Vickery’s in beautiful
Glenwood Park.




Grand Est:

Our ATSCC Autumn 2026 tour is set for 09/26/2026 thru
10/05/2026. Our “Grand Est” tour of France will take us from
Champagne country to Metz, to Strasbourg and charming
places in between. Final Payment due: July 15™. For further
information please contact Joelle Kaflon at
mailto:joelle@travelbootik.com

discovering an entire culture, with its
chants, rituals, traditions, and unique
way of bringing crowds together. For
decades, the United States exported
its own sporting culture through the
NBA, the NFL, or the MLB. With
football, the dynamic is reversed. For

once, it is not the world adopting an
American culture, but the United States
adopting a global one. It is rare, and
perhaps that is why this World Cup

From our French Kitchen
Clafoutis a la americain (Clafoutis American style)

feels different from previous ones.
Perhaps this is what appeals to them
today.

Adopting something bigger than
just a sport:

The real question is therefore not
whether football will eventually surpass
American football, basketball, or
baseball. It almost certainly will not.
The more interesting question is
whether the United States is adopting
something bigger than just a sport.

When the Knicks won their first NBA
title in over fifty years, the entire city
celebrated. But the rest of the country
quickly moved on. In contrast, when
the US team entered this World Cup,
spontaneous gatherings appeared
across the country. In bars, in parks,
millions of Americans came together to
watch the matches. For a sport long
considered secondary, this is perhaps
the most surprising sign of its evolution.

We are only halfway through this World
Cup, and it is still too early to measure
its long-term impact. The excitement
may fade after the final. The country
will likely return to its usual sporting
habits. But something has already
changed.

Serves 6 Note

1 Y4 cups sugar

1 cup self-rising flour

1 cup milk

Y% cup butter, melted

2 cups fresh or frozen blueberries or blackberries

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.

Whisk together 1 cup sugar, flour, and milk just until
blended.

Whisk in the melted butter.

Pour batter into a lightly greased 12” by 8” or 11” by 8” dish.
Sprinkle in blueberries or blackberries.

Sprinkle remaining %2 cup sugar evenly over batter and
berries.

Bake clafoutis at 350 degrees F for 1 hour or until golden
brown and bubbly.

Remove from oven and let clafoutis rest.

Serve warm or at room temperature with a scoop of vanilla
ice cream, if desired.

Voila!

As the French say...
“l es beaux-arts sont la connaissance rendue visible.”
“Fine art is knowledge made visible.”

Gustave Courbet (1819-1877)
French painter and leader of the Realist movement in art.



For a few weeks, millions of Americans
are watching the same matches,
learning the same chants, recognizing
the same players, and sharing the
same emotions. And in a country as
vast and diverse as the United States,
this may be one of the most beautiful
victories of all.

Please note: This newsletter would not have been possible
without the able assistance of Frances Westbrook and Mark Sisk.
Merci beaucoup




